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May 17, 2019 
 
 
 
Dear Bethany Family, 
 
What a remarkable year this has been for Bethany as we have welcomed our new Administrative 
Director, Kiristan Leftwich, in to our family! We were very grateful that our previous Director, Teresa  
Riddick, was able to work with us to help Kiristan have an orientation in to her position with us! 
Thank you Teresa!  
 
Kiristan has a great background in the non-profit sector with experience in child welfare and the 

homeless population, among many other areas of expertise. She is now working 
on her Project Management Professional certification! She has certainly handled 
all the projects she has had to accomplish with us with great success! She has the 
remarkable combination of organization, a caring spirit, as well as tough love when 
needed, which are so essential for Bethany and our families! With Kiristan, along  
with our Board and our Maintenance Engineer, Kip Holland, we have spruced up 
two of our apartments, have welcomed a new family in to our building in April, 
and are about to welcome our eighth family soon! 

 
Our new President, Laura Barnes, who is a graduate of Bethany’s transitional program, has been 
working to help our families get permanent housing and jobs that will support them and their 
children. Her personal experience of what our families are facing and her accomplishments helps 
them to realize what they can do if they put their hearts and minds to it. 
 
Our families have a great deal to accomplish in the year they are given a subsidy to support their 
own tenant lease at Bethany through the Rapid Rehousing Program in DC. It is not easy to go from 
being with out a safe place to live, to getting trained, finding a job and then being able to pay market 
rent or find other subsidized housing in such a short time! We have established a regular tenant 
meeting to have our families receive support from our President Laura, and other board members, 
to help them accomplish their goals. We also refer them to places where they can get help for their 
rent payment, mental health support, job training, and to complete their GED. Our newest tenant 
who just arrived is in a Building Maintenance and Construction training program and says she wants 
to work in construction when she finishes. “I did some building in the program and it wasn’t that 
hard.” 
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Thank you all for how you have supported Bethany and our families in so many wonderful ways, 
with your financial support, board membership, volunteering, expertise, and prayers!  We could not 
have done it without you! 
 
Blessings to you all, 
 
Carol Bullard-Bates, Founder 
Vice President, Bethany, Inc.  
 


